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Quiz 1: Confusable Words

Its and It’s

Its is possessive and indicates ownership (a good rule of thumb: If you can replace “it” with “his”
or “her,” then there is no apostrophe in “its.”)

The dog chased its tail.
The lion licked its paws.

It’s is a contraction of it is or it has.

It’s my bedtime (It is my bedtime).
It’s been five years since I saw you! (It has been five years since [ saw you!)

Should (Could, Would) of and Should (Could, Would) Have

Should, could, and, would are helping verbs and must be followed by the verb itself. This error
arises from the similarity in sound between of and have as it’s often pronounced: should’ve.
*Should of, could of, and would of are NEVER correct.

They should have told us where they were going.

I couldn’t have made myself clearer.

I could have completed my homework before dinner.

I would have given you a pencil if you had asked for one.

There, Their, and They're
There is used to refer to a place or a location.

I live there.

(In this sentence, there is used to refer to the place where I live. This could be New York
City, for example.)

My car is over there.

(In this sentence, there is used to refer to the location of my car. This could be in the
parking lot, for example.)

Their is used to show ownership. Their replaces a plural noun.

This is their apartment.
(In this sentence, their is used to refer to an apartment that is owned. This
could be the apartment owned by the Roberts family, for example.)

The ball is theirs.
(In this sentence, theirs is used to refer to a ball that is owned. This could be
a soccer ball owned by a group of kids who are playing soccer, for example.)

They're is a contraction of the words they and are.

They're my friends.
(They are my friends.)
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Quiz 2: Confusable Words

Different From Not Different Than
Than is a subordinating conjunction that introduces a clause of comparison. When than
follows an adjective, that adjective has to be a comparative: “Stronger than your big brother is.”

Since different is not a comparative, use the preposition from after it.

Natalie’s opinion is different from most people’s, but she still deserves to
be heard.

Your and You're

Your is possessive, showing something that belongs to the person you are speaking to.
Can I borrow your pencil?

You're is a contraction of the words you are. The apostrophe shows that the letter ‘a’ is missing.

You're supposed to take the garbage out.
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Quiz 3: Confusable Words

All ready and Already

All ready is an adjective phrase that means ready without exception or entirely ready. It can
modify either a singular or plural noun or pronoun.

When the conductor raises his hands, it signals that the musicians are all
ready to play.
After the mechanic had replaced the engine, the car was all ready to go.
Already is an adverb meaning by that time.
By nine o’clock in the morning, the temperature was already eighty degrees.

All together and Altogether

All together is an adverb phrase used when a number of entities are acting in unison or
simultaneously.

The last time we were all together in the same room was in elementary school!
Altogether is an adverb of emphasis that means entirely, absolutely.

There is altogether too much importance attached to getting into Ivy
League colleges.
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Quiz 4: Confusable Words

Unique and Unusual

The adjective unique means one of a kind, incomparable while the adjective unusual means rare,
uncommon. *Only unusual can be found in comparative or superlative forms: so unusual that,
more unusual, very unusual, most unusual. There are no degrees of uniqueness.

My custom-made Vans are unique, since only I have these particular sneakers.
Venice is unusual among cities for having canals instead of streets.

Continual and Continuous

Both adjectives are derived from the verb to continue, but continual means repeated often while
continuous means without stopping.

Josh continually forgets to bring his novel to English class.
The dog has been barking continuously for about half an hour.



